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ginia, still remains the property of the Harrisons — the family of the- 
late George E. Harrison, whose epitaph is the last given above. 
Nathaniel Harrison of ' ' Wakefield, ' ' Surry co. , named in the first epitaph 
was member of the Council and Auditor General of the colony. As his 
epitaph from his tomb at " Wakefield" has only been printed in a news- 
paper, it may be preserved here : " Here lieth the body of the Honor- 
able Nathaniel Harrison Esq., Son of the Honorable Benjamin Harrison, 
Esq. He was born in this parish the 8 day April, 1677. Departed this 
life the 30 day of November, 1727." 

The epitaphs of his brother Henry, and his father Benjamin, both 
councillors, from the tombs formerly at Cabin Point, but now at Brandon, 
and that of his brother, Benjamin, of " Berkeley," speaker of the House: 
of Burgesses; at Westover, have been several times in print. 



VIRGINIA IN 1623. 



(Abstracts from English Public Record Office, by W. N. Sainsbury. ) 



Governor and Council of Virginia to the Earl of 
Southampton, &c. 

1623, April 3, James City. 

The Governor and Council of Virginia to the Earl of South- 
ampton and the rest of his Maj. Council for Virginia. Since 
their last letters there came two Indians to Martin's Hundred * 
who were sent up to James City. Onef who had lived much 
among the English and by revealing the plot to divers on the 
day of the massacre, saved their lives, was sent by the Great 
King X with a message to the effect that enough blood had been 
shed on both sides, that many of his people were starved by our 
taking away their corn and burning their houses, and they de- 



* Martin's Hundred on James river, extending from the neighborhood 
of the present Williamsburg to near the Warwick river. 

fA converted Indian who lived with Richard Pace, on the south 
side of James river, opposite Jamestown. Before daylight on the morn- 
ing of the massacre he revealed the plot to Pace, who after providing 
for the security of his family and neighbors, rowed over to Jamestown, 
and gave warning. See StitA's History of Virginia, p. 212; and Smith's 
General History. 

X Opechancanough. 
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sired they might be suffered to plant at Pamunkey and their 
former seats, which if they might peaceably do they would send 
home our people (about 20), whom they saved alive. The 
other, called Comoham, an actor in the Massacre at Martin's Hun- 
dred being a great man and not sent by the Great King, they 
put in chains resolving to make such use of him as the times 
shall require. The Messenger sent back with this answer that 
if they would send home our people they should quietly set their 
corn, within a week returned with Mrs. Boys* (the cheif of the 
prisoners), apparelled like one of their Queens. Robert Poole f 
(the interpreter) the reason the rest came not, because of his 
threatening speeches. The Messenger dispatched alone with 
beads from the friends of the prisoners which will no doubt has- 
ten their return. ' ' If they send home our people and soon 
secure upon this Treaty, we shall have the better advantage both 
to surprise them and cut down their corn." In reference to 
their instructions for sending home Sassafras, & that 66 lbs. 
should be gathered by every labouring man throughout the Col- 
ony, upon penalty of 10 lbs. weight of tobacco for every 100 
lbs. of sassafras not brought in by the first of March — and their 
desire to send the fairest sort of silk grass which is toward the 
Southward — hope to send it by the next shipping accompanied 
with the earth of the nature of Terra Lemina X to be had on Po- 
tomac River both of which they can send in abundance. What 

♦Either the wife of Cheyney Boyse, member of the House of Bur- 
gesses for Hog Island, 1629-32; or of Luke Boyse, member of the 
House of Burgesses, 1623-4. 

t Robert Poole was an interpreter as early as 1619, and lived in War- 
wick county in 1627. See this Magazine, I, 195, 440. 

JTerra Lemina or Terra Siggillata: "A kind of astringent earth, of 
fatty consistence and reddish color, and used medicinally in the same 
cases as the other boles. It has the external appearance of clay, with 
a smooth surface resembling agate, especially in recent fractures. -Like 
soap it removes impurities. Like Kaolin, to which it is related, it has 
its origin in the decomposition of feldspathic rocks." — Century Diction- 
ary. 

Smith found cliffs composed of a substance resembling terra siggillata. 
But the only mineral on the Potomac especially mentioned by Smith was 
a mine " like antimony " which he visited at the head of " Quiyough," 
which Stith thinks was Potomac creek; but which would seem more 
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is done concerning the Duty (sic) boys, the City boys and the 
City maids, Mr. Treasurer will inform. Capt. Neuce* lately dead. 
Mr. Treasurer will give account of the company's affairs there. 
It would be the most advantageous course for those officers who 
have the command of their people, to give the Comp. yearly a 
certain rate by the pole for so many as shall live. Those whose 
numbers were sufficient, have been allowed to return to their 
Plantations. Could have wished the Comp. commands had con- 
curred with their opinions of planting nearer together. The in- 
fection in great part brought in by these ships hath much disabled 
them already, not only in the loss of ordinary men but of their 
commanders. Beg that strict orders be given that the provisions 
for the ship be well conditioned for it is certain that Dupper's 
beer hath been the death of a great number of passengers — and 
that he be made an example — Capt. Each f died so suddenly, 
they could not understand his project, but Capt. Roger Smith J 
with the best experienced of the ship tried the ground and found 
all but the uppermost crust of oyster shells, a false loose ground 
of a depth they could not discover — ordered them all to return 
to England as no one was appointed to succeed Capt. Each in 
case of his death. Intend to set to work on a fort on the shore 
which would as fully command the channel & have raised every 
twentieth man under command of Capt. Roger Smith. The 



likely from the name to have been Acquia. From this place the Indians 
obtained the silver like dust which they used in ornamenting themselves, 
and which made " them look like Blackamoors dusted over with silver." 
It was probably mica. 

"A Declaration of the State of the Colonie," &c, by Edward Water- 
house, London, 1622, states that from the Upper Chesapeake Bay, Lieu- 
tenant Parkinson had brought " some of that kind of Earth called 
Terra Lemina (there to be had in great abundance), as good as that of 
Turkey." — NeiU's Virginia Company, p. 338. 

* Captain Thomas Newce (brother of Sir William Newce), was dep- 
uty in charge of the company's land and tenants in Virginia. 

t Captain Each was sent to Virginia in 1622 "to build a block-house 
amongst the oyster banks, that shall secure the river." — Smith's Gen- 
eral History, pp. 570, 571. Arber's edition. 

X Captain Roger Smith, after serving twelve years in the Low Coun- 
tries, came to Virginia in 1620, and was appointed to the Council in 
1621. 
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Governor & Council are now going down to set out the form of 
the work. Regret and explain why the ship returned so empty; 
Mr. Blany shipped great part of the Magazine of Tobacco in 
the Hopewell. How unable they are to sustain these burthens 
their great troubles & this year's poverty testify, but hope to 
give satisfaction in the next crop. 

Copy signed by Francis Wyatt, Geo. Yeardley, Geo. Sandys, 
Chri. Dawson, Jo. Pott, Ralph Hamor, Jo. Pountes. 4 pp. 
{Colonial Papers, Vol. II, No. 22.) 



Governor Wvatt to John Ferrar. 

1623, April 7. 

Governor Sir Francis Wyatt to John Ferrar, Esquier,* at St. 
Sithe's Lane. Excuses for not writing oftener in his letters to 
Sir Edwin Sandys. Understand that Capt. Whitaker f charges 
eight of the Comp. tenants upon Wyatt' s account. Explana- 
tions — two being sawyers were entertained immediately before 
the Massacre to work about the intended Inn, and after that 
about the Pallisadoes, the Court of Guard, &c. So that six 
score weight of Tobacco is due from the Corporation of James 
City. Wm. Smith was allowed for his (the Governor's) guard, 
as one of the thirty which the country assigned him — there were 
two Smiths — Roberts was hired to Gates [?Sir Thos.] and Bur- 
land to Capt. Norton,! and deserved well their wages. Swart- 
brick kept the Governor & Capt. Powell's cattle. John Radish 

♦John Ferrar, son of Nicholas Ferrar, of London, was deputy treasu- 
rer of the Virginia Company from April 28, 1619, to May 22, 1622; M. 
P. for Tamworth 1621-22, and died at Little Gidding September, 1657. 
With his brother, Nicholas, and father, Nicholas, was eminently useful 
in the founding of the Colony of Virginia. 

t Doubtless Captain Jabez Whitaker, who was a member of the House 
of Burgesses, 1623, and of the Council. See this Magazine, II, 78, and 
January, 1894, page 295. 

J By the instructions to Governor Wyatt, July 24, 1621, he was in- 
structed "to take care of Captain William Norton and certain Italians 
sent to set up a glass house." Herring, I, 116. 
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was let out for rent, but after the Massacre, being furnished with 
neither clothes nor provisions nor well in health his master kept 
him. There was neither ground for these to plant nor provision, 
& therefore he gave way that three or four should be let out. He 
placed Capt. Whittaker upon the best ground he could, and had 
no more ground to spare; indeed was straitened for room, and 
such was the charge of guarding as he had not above i ,000 wt. (of 
tobacco) of sixteen tenants of his that planted at Pasbehaighes. 
Truth is he was fain to lend many of them having wives and 
children more corn than all their crop of tobacco was worth. It 
was his ill fortune to come when mischief was breeding, covered 
over with a treacherous peace, ' ' and think of supplying me 
though but for upholding the reputation of my place." The 
Margaret and John lighted in the Company of a Dutch Ship 
who said he would come hither. Would be glad to know what 
is to be done in such cases, as also to have a copy of their Pat- 
ent. Our people so careless — some commission should be 
thought of for a Martial Court at least ad terrorem. Some lately 
surprised and cut off while trading who were manifestly strong 
enough — not a piece discharged. Without doubt we must either 
drive them ( ? the Indians) or they us out of the Country, for at 
one time or another they play us false. The Margaret and John 
newly come in of which they were in despair, and one from Mr. 
Gookin * with forty men for him & thirty passengers besides, 
the first in great distress for provisions and likely to be burthen- 
some to the Country — both have suffered Extremely in their 
passage. "God send us in some ships with provision to bal- 
lance them." They are cast behind hand for corn & their men 
land ill in health. Hopes one day to see him to view the 
Country. 

3 pp. {Colonial Papers, No. 26). 

* Daniel Gookin, a native of Kent, England, lived for a time near 
Cork, Ireland. Arrived in Virginia November 22, 1621, and settled near 
Newport News. 'He brought " fifty men of his owne, and thirty Passen- 
gers, exceedingly well supplied with all sorts of provision and Cattle." 
At the time of the massacre he refused to leave his plantation, and suc- 
cessfully defended it against the Indians. His son, Daniel, removed to 
New England, and became a prominent man there. 
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George Sandys to John Ferrar. 

1623, April 8, From Newports Newes. 

George Sandys * to John Ferrar. Has sent Copy of his let- 
ter by the Hopewell in reference to his debts — Sale of Sir Wil- 
liam Nuce's tobacco — Has divers under arrest & has distrained 
on the goods of others, but the Country is so empty of tobacco 
that no present satisfaction will be given. Will trust no more 
to promises; gave Mr. Blany the like counsel last year. Lieut. 
Perce [sic] hath taken order in England to pay him ^50 he owes. 
Has been at Kiccowtan to order his affairs in that place. Capt. 
Nuce died very poor; he had no crop of tobacco this year, nor 
hath any of the tenants a grain hardly of corn to sustain them. 
All is laid on the short provisions sent with those that came 
hither, by which means they depart (sic) with most of their corn 
as soon as it is reaped to discharge their borrowings, and be- 
sides the Company's tenants are planted on the barrenest places 
in all the Country, by reason of his (Ferrar) affecting of cleared 
ground which is generally worn out and ungrateful to the plant- 
ers. Capt. Whitacres lost yearly his labour on the place where 
he was seated. Paid Mr. Cleyborne his wages according to 
Ferrar's agreement, viz: 200 weight of tobacco; he is now at 
Kecowtan account of his management of Ferrar's tenants, Cap- 
tain Wilcock's and Smith's payments — allowance to Capt. Nuce's 
widow. She hath nothing left to sustain herself and her poor 
child, her husband having sold his land. She is a woman of 
good birth and better conditions. The Sea flower not yet 
arrived. Ferrar may hereafter save the charge of a Deputy. 
Sends the names of all his tenants that are living (wanting). 
His pinnace lies like a wreck at Elizabeth City — Sent Nun with 
his fellows (None deserve the Name of a Ship Wright) to view 
her, & has set both them and others upon her. The vinerouns f 

*The poet; then treasurer of Virginia. In the midst of the terror 
and confusion in the winter following the massacre he translated the 
Metamorphoses of Ovid, the first American poetry — or rather written in 
America. 

t Certain French vinedressers who had been sent to Virginia. There 
are a number of grants to them of small tracts of land recorded in the 
Virginia Land Books. 
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"are placed together at Elizabeth City and altogether employed 
about Silk Worms that they may send home some silk next 
year. The Planters so busy about rebuilding and preparing 
their grounds that few at this time either can or will attend them 
— yet for his own part has set four to do nothing else and pre- 
pared the Chamber wherein he lyes at Lieut. Perses * (sit), the 
fairest in Virginia for that purpose. The French men's time out 
next year, he must use means to procure their stay and send 
more of their quality if he would have that work go readily for- 
ward. Has sent his shallop as far almost as the Falls for sand 
for the glass men, but could not find any that would serve, and 
since to Cape Henry where they lighted on what they like; how^ 
ever send us two or three hogsheads out of England. All the 
servants are dead, which Ferrar must supply, for the charge is 
intolerable to hire them, which lyes upon him & he is not able 
to feed his own family. And to give a greater blow to their 
necessities, the Tygar sent forth a trading with Mr. Punte's 
pinnace under Captain Spelman f (a man wary enough hereto- 
fore and acquainted with their treacheries) is not only returned 
empty, but himself with 26 well armed, sufficient to have de- 
fended themselves against 500 Indians, are cut ofl or taken 
prisoners either by ambush or too much credulity, for as yet they 
know not the certainty. The ship was attempted by 60 canoes 
but dispersed by their ordnance; so that if the Sea flower come 
not quickly in there will hardly be found a preservation against 
(amine — She having with great expence been set out to the 
Somers Islands to furnish the Country with fruits. They have 
viewed the place where they are going to erect their fort, natu- 
rally almost entrenched about with deep ditches, and will do 
their uttermost to finish it — Shall need .great ordnance. It was 

* Either Abraham Persey, Burgess, Councellor, &c, one of the 
wealthiest men of the colbny (see this Magazine, 1, 187-188), or William 
Pierce, who was long one of the leading men of Virginia, and Councel- 
lor i63t-44. (See this Magazine, I, 447, &c.) 

t Henry Spelman, third son of Sir Henry Spelman, of Congham, Nor- 
folk, the distinguished antiquary and historian, who came to Virginia 
in 1609, and was killed by the Indians probably near the present site of 
Washington, March 23, 1623. [See Brown's Genesis, II, 1020; and this 
Magazine, II, 65.) 
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impossible for him to send Silk grass, Earths, rareties, &c. , by 
reason of the troubles and want of means. It would well please 
the Country to hear he had taken revenge of Dupper for his 
Stinking beer, which (with what hath succeeded by their conta- 
gion in his conscience) hath been the death of 200. Ferrar has 
employed a strange purser, but Mr. Tucke deserves his thanks. 
Great are the likelihoods of the vicinity of the South Sea by a 
general report of the Indians. The mountains they say not 
being past four days' journey above the falls. If furnished with 
means he would willingly venture his life in that discovery. 
Their slow supplies hardly rebuild every year — the decays of the 
former retain them in a languishing state and curb them from 
the carrying (on) of enterprise of moment. It is a great pity 
that so goodly a territory as Martin's Hundred should be no 
better followed ; an undoubted profit might there be raised be- 
sides the honour and example. " It doth grieve me much that 
your noble disposition and burning zeal to the good of this place 
should encounter with such disheartenings and be burthened with 
so many engagements; but I hope ere long we shall remove the 
first and free you of the latter, wherein there shall be nothing 
wanting that lies in the endeavours of your devoted Servant. ' ' 

3 pp. — Indorsed "by the Abigail." — (Colonial Papers, Vol. 2, 
No. 27). 



Christopher Davison to John Ferrar. 

1623, April 14, James City. 

Chr. Davison* to [John Ferrar] shall not give him such satis- 
faction as he deserves, his long sickness and absence from busi- 
ness since his arrival may somewhat excuse him. Had sent a 
list of the names of all the people that died or were slain by the 
Indians since the Massacre and of all that remain alive, but since 
he could not procure the bills from many particular plantations, 
he thought it better to send a perfect catalogue by the next ship 
than a lame and imperfect one by this (See 16 Feb., 1624). Has 
not been able to send by this ship the 30^ of tobacco to pay 

•Secretary of Virginia. Believed to have been the son of William 
Davison, Secretary of State to Queen Elizabeth. 
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Mr. Bland as he could not yet receive that poor quantity due 
from his five Tenants to himself (all he has remaining alive) nor 
one grain of corn to keep them in this time of scarcity, but he 
shall receive it by the next shipping with £$ due to Bland for 
the transport of his brother Thomas Fynch (who died soon after 
his arrival), in the stead of Davison's little daughter about which 
{sic) he sent a few lines by Capt. Each. The benefit of his place 
is so mean, having so few tenants remaining that if the Comp. 
repair not his losses of the 14 or 15 tenants, and certain cows 
promised these two years, he shall have small cause to rejoice by 
these employments in their service; but presumes upon his fa- 
vour and furtherance. The Margaret and John accounted a lost 
ship, arrived about the 7th or 8th of April, also about the 10th 
the ship sent by Mr. Gookin, he thinks called the Providence, 
came to Newports News. But the Seaflower has not yet ar- 
rived 'tho long expected, whose supplies of corn & provisions 
make her extraordinarily desired. Has sent answer to as many 
of the petitioners as he was desired (wanting). 

2 pp. Indorsed: " By the Abigail." — (Colonial Papers, Vol. 
II, No. 28.) 



ISLE OF WIGHT COUNTY WILLS. 



(Contributed by R. S. Thomas.) 



THE WILL OF EDWARD WILMOTH. 
[Unimportant clauses omitted.] 

I, Edward Wilmoth, being at this time very weak in Body but 
perfect of memory. 

Imprimis. I do by these presents make my beloved wife Annis 
Wilmoth, my full & whole executrix of all my goods and chattels 
in Virginia or elsewhere, particularly I give unto my wife af 'd 
four milch cows, a steer, and a Heifer that is on Lawns Creek 
side, and a young yearling Bull. Also I give unto my daugh- 
ter Frances a yerling Heifer. Also I give unto my son John 
Wilmoth a cow calf, and to my son Robert Wilmoth a cow calf. 
Also if any of these children dye before they come to age it is 



